Genesis 28.10-19a (NRSV)

10 Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. " He came to a certain place and
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. 2 And he dreamed that there
was a stairway set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven, and the angels of
God were ascending and descending on it. ¥ And the Lord stood beside him and said, “I
am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which
you lie | will give to you and to your offspring, 1 and your offspring shall be like the dust
of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north
and to the south, and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your
offspring. ® Know that | am with you and will keep you wherever you go and will bring
you back to this land, for | will not leave you until | have done what | have promised
you.” '8 Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place—and |
did not know it!” 7 And he was afraid and said, "How awesome is this place! This is none

other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”

18 S0 Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his
head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 1 He called that place

Bethel,

1 Timothy 1:12-17 (NRSV)

12| am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged
me faithful and appointed me to his service, '3 even though | was formerly a
blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But | received mercy because | had

acted ignorantly in unbelief, 1 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the



faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 1® The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom | am the foremost. 1 But
for that very reason | received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might
display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come to
believe in him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only

God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Luke 18:1-8 (NRSV)

18 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose
heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had
respect for people. 3 In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying,
‘Grant me justice against my accuser.’ 4 For a while he refused, but later he said to
himself, ‘Though | have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, ° yet because this
widow keeps bothering me, | will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by
continually coming.” " ® And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And
will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he
delay long in helping them? 81 tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet,

when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”



